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MISSION STATEMENT
 Responding to the call of the Gospel, Christopher Homes, Inc. strives to provide decent, 
affordable housing to vulnerable members of our community.
 All who are associated with Christopher Homes, Inc. have the right to respect, dignity 
and a sense of well being. Therefore, through the service and commitment of our staff 
and volunteers, we will enable our residents to grow spiritually, socially, and intellectually,  
empowering them to develop their optimal potential.
 Christopher Homes is a senior living ministry of the Archdiocese of New Orleans.
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HOW TO STAY SAFE 
WHEN A HURRICANE THREATENS

Prepare 
NOW

Know your area’s risk of hurricanes. 

Sign up for your community’s 
warning system. The Emergency 
Alert System (EAS) and National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 
(NOAA) Weather Radio also provide 
emergency alerts.

If you are at risk for flash flooding, 
watch for signs such as heavy rain. 

Practice going to a safe shelter for 
high winds, such as a FEMA safe room 
or ICC 500 storm shelter. The next 
best protection is a small, interior, 
windowless room in a sturdy building 
on the lowest level that is not subject 
to flooding. 

Based on your location and 
community plans, make your own 
plans for evacuation or sheltering 
in place.

Become familiar with your 
evacuation zone, the evacuation 
route, and shelter locations. 

Gather needed supplies for at least 
three days. Keep in mind each 
person’s specific needs, including 
medication. Don’t forget the needs of 
pets.

Keep important documents in a safe 
place or create password-protected 
digital copies.

Protect your property. Declutter 
drains and gutters. Install check 
valves in plumbing to prevent 
backups. Consider hurricane shutters. 
Review insurance policies.

Survive 
DURING

If told to evacuate, do so immediately. 
Do not drive around barricades. 

If sheltering during high winds, go 
to a FEMA safe room, ICC 500 storm 
shelter, or a small, interior, windowless 
room or hallway on the lowest floor.

If trapped in a building by flooding, 
go to the highest level of the 
building. Do not climb into a closed 
attic. You may become trapped by 
rising flood water.

Listen for current emergency 
information and instructions.

Use a generator or other gasoline-
powered machinery ONLY outdoors 
and away from windows.

Do not walk, swim, or drive through 
flood waters. Turn Around. Don’t 
Drown.® Just six inches of fast-moving 
water can knock you down, and one 
foot of moving water can sweep your 
vehicle away.

Stay off bridges over fast-moving 
water.

Be Safe 
AFTER

Listen to authorities for information 
and special instructions.

Be careful during clean-up. Wear 
protective clothing and work with 
someone else. 

Do not touch electrical equipment if 
it is wet or if you are standing in water. 
If it is safe to do so, turn off electricity 
at the main breaker or fuse box to 
prevent electric shock. 

Avoid wading in flood water, which 
can contain dangerous debris. 
Underground or downed power lines 
can also electrically charge the water. 

Save phone calls for emergencies. 
Phone systems are often down 
or busy after a disaster. Use text 
messages or social media to 
communicate with family and friends.

Document any property damage with 
photographs. Contact your insurance 
company for assistance.

Take an Active Role 
in Your Safety

Go to ready.gov and search 
for hurricane. Download 

the FEMA app to get more 
information about preparing 

for a hurricane.FEMA V-1006
Catalog No. 17233-7
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HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS

  Community Managers have held hurricane preparedness meeting across all 
properties to encourage residents to make a plan now for what is expected to 
be another active hurricane season. Our managers and service coordinators are 
available to assist our residents with accessing and signing up for the Smart911 
app and parish alert systems so individuals can stay informed before, during and 
after an emergency event. Please reach out to your property staff if you need 
assistance with accessing these resources or with developing your hurricane plan.   

 State and local hurricane resources can be found on our website at www.
christopherhomes.org/hurricane-preparedness

Britannie Sutton
St. Martin’s Manor

 Britannie has 
exemplified the 
characteristics of 
being a dedicated 
employee. She enjoys 
helping the residents 
achieve their daily 
goals, as well as being 
a supportive team 

member. Brittanie’s smile always lights up the room 
and her acts of kindness are unforgettable. She 
enjoys talking about her family and her faith in GOD. 
The St. Martin’s Manor family is lucky to have her 
part of the team.

Congratulations Britannie!

SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS
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POPE FRANCIS’ WORLD DAY FOR 
GRANDPARENT AND THE ELDERLY

 The Pope has selected a theme for the 2nd World Day for Grandparents and the 
Elderly, which is July 24. The theme is derived from Psalm 92: “In old age they 
will still bear fruit.” The theme “intends to emphasize how grandparents and the 
elderly are a value and a gift both for society and for ecclesial communities,” a press 
release said. The day is held near the Feast Days of St. Anne and St. Joachim, the 
grandparents of Jesus.
 This year, the Pope is offering a plenary indulgence “to the faithful who devote 
adequate time to visit, in presence or virtually, through the media, their elderly 
brothers and sisters in need or in difficulty.”

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY
We wish you all a safe and happy 4th of July!

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Ms. Ann Hartmann Mr. Alejandro Smith

 The month of 
June is dedicated to 
the Sacred Heart. 
Of all devotions, 
devotion to the 
Sacred Heart was, 
and remains, one of 
the most widespread 
and popular in the 
Church.

 Understood in the light of the Scriptures, the 
term “Sacred Heart of Jesus” denotes the entire 
mystery of Christ, the totality of his being, and his 
person considered in its most intimate essential: Son 
of God, uncreated wisdom; infinite charity, principal 
of the salvation and sanctification of mankind.

        
Source: Catholicculture.org

MONTH OF THE  
SACRED HEART

Two of our residents  
recently celebrated their  

100th birthdays! 

We wish a very happy birthday to  
Ms. Ann Hartmann of St. Bernard Manor  
and Mr. Alejandro Smith of Wynhoven.  

We wish you joy and blessings  
as you celebrate this milestone birthday! 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATIONS

MARDI GRAS RETURNS ST. JOSEPH’S ALTAR

SENIOR FEST

 Residents celebrated February’s Black History Month in different ways across the properties. Mater 
Dolorosa residents highlighted important figures by posting photos and stories throughout the property. Villa 
St. Maurice residents gathered with others from the community to create vegetable gardens for the property. 

 The New Orleans Council on Aging held their first Senior Fest since the start of the pandemic. Christopher 
Homes was a proud sponsor of the event. Our team even spotted some familiar faces! 

 Metairie Manor upheld their annual tradition of 
creating a beautiful St. Joseph’s Altar that honored 
St. Joseph as well as fellow residents who have been 
called home by our Lord. 

 After a one-year hiatus due to the pandemic, Mardi 
Gras celebrations returned to several properties.  
 The events were smaller than past  
celebrations but we all look forward to our  
elaborate Mardi Gras parties in the future! 



6

SPRING CELEBRATIONS

MOTHER’S DAY
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LOCAL STUDENTS GIVING BACK

NOFD VISITS

ENTERGY LUNCH

 We are grateful for generosity of these 5th graders from Ursuline Academy! As part of their service hours 
requirement, they created “activity kits” for our seniors. Each kit included a special message to the recipient. 
These young ladies delivered the kits to the residents of Mater Dolorosa and spread much joy during their 
visit with the seniors. 

 Representatives from the New Orleans Fire Department visited several of our properties recently to 
discuss fire safety and hold fire drills. Our residents appreciated not only the vital information and tips but 
also the smiling faces of our first responders!

 Villa St. Maurice residents were blessed with a lunch served by Entergy employees in partnership with 
the Giving Hope Foundation. The team from Entergy provided a gift bag of household items for each resident. 
Thank you to the corporate and community organizations for their support of Christopher Homes!



FROM THE DEACON’S DESK

Dear Residents and Staff,

Recently my 96 year-old father came for a visit from Texas. While Ruth and I enjoy his visits, 

connecting us with memories of years past, caring and providing for his needs can be a 

challenge with his diminished hearing and mobility. Our greatest concern is how to keep him 

active and participate in our busy daily schedule while we also help care for and entertain our 

young grandchildren who come over often.

In my home office is a statue of St. Joachim, given me a few years ago when I first became a 

grandfather, a role that I thoroughly enjoy.

July 26th, is the Memorial of Saints Anne and Joachim, parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

and therefore, grandparents of our Lord. Our Holy Father, Pope Francis has selected Sunday, 

July 24th, as the second world day for Grandparents and the Elderly. This year’s theme is  

“In old age they still bear fruit.” 

Our elderly are great blessings to our families and our communities. They have many 

life experiences, many talents and have much yet to share with the next generations. At 

Christopher Homes we are blessed to be able to serve so many seniors. 

For those of us who have been graced with advanced years, let us pray as in the 71st Psalm, 

“Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, my God, till I declare your power to the next 

generation, your mighty acts to all who are to come.”

In his general audience on June 1st, Pope Francis stated, “The beautiful prayer of the elderly 

man that we find in Psalm 71, which we listened to, encourages us to meditate on the strong 

tension that dwells in the condition of old age, when the memory of labor’s overcome and 

blessings received is put to the test of faith and hope.”

It is through faith in God’s providence that we maintain hope in the future, which is fulfilled 

through our children and grandchildren. As Pope Francis concludes his audience, our elderly, 

“who are our wisdom, are the memory of the family, the memory of humanity, the memory of 

the country.” We owe them respect, care, and honor.

God’s blessings,

Deacon Dennis F. Adams

Executive Director, Christopher Homes


